
1 
 

 GOODWOOD PLACE HISTORY 
William Randolph D’Armond 

Revised May 6, 2022 
 

Origin of the Subdivision 

On April 15, 1923, the State Times announced plans for a new subdivision under the 
headline “Goodwood Place to be High Class Residential Site.” It said that “the time has come” 
in Baton Rouge for a “high-class and exclusive residential section.” The subdivision will be 
“composed of that part of the John K. Laycock plantation and of the W. R. Dodson farm 
adjacent to the [Jefferson] highway.”   A. G. Stefried of American Park Builders of Chicago is in 
charge of laying out the streets and directing the landscape effects.  Mr. Stefried planned 
Victory Park in Baton Rouge [now the site of the federal courthouse] and Roselawn Cemetery. 
The cost of the houses will range from $3000 to $5000.  

In May and June, 1923, ads began to appear in the State Times for the open house of 
Goodwood House, a model home.  The open house was held on June 6. No address was given 
for this model home.  However, on June 12 an ad for the model home carried a picture of it 
said to be “From an actual photograph.”  My wife, the former Margaret Roberts. recognized 
the house in the picture, which still stands. It was visible from her backyard on Goodwood 
Avenue when she was a child.  It has been renovated in the 99 years since it was built, but there 
is no doubt that it is the house in the ad. It is on Jefferson Highway near the intersection with 
Goodwood Avenue.  The house was purchased by Dr. Walter Comeaux. State-Times, January 
14, 1924. Dr. Comeaux, a dentist, and his wife lived there for many years. The house was built 
by L. W. Eaton, contractor. 

  Shortly after Margaret and I moved into our new home in Goodwood Place in 1977, 
some friends gave us a 16-page sales brochure on the subdivision that they had run across at a 
used book sale. It was prepared by Babin & Brown, realtors. There is no date on it, but it 
contains a map the original of which is in the EBRP Clerk of Court’s office and is dated February 
16, 1926.  Most of the brochure rhapsodizes about the attractions of the new neighborhood, 
but it also contains some hard facts. The map is shown as Figure 1 below.1 

 The brochure says that Goodwood Place was “carved from the historic Goodwood 
Plantation, a spot made famous during the days of the old South, when ladies and gentlemen, 
members of the purest aristocracy of that domain, gathered and enjoyed the beautiful 
hospitality showered upon them by the master of the far-famed Goodwood Plantation house 
and reveled in the sport of witnessing the handsomest and fleetest thoroughbreds known to 
the Dixie turf.” 

 
1 Plan Book 5, page 43, official records of East Baton Rouge Parish 
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 It was said that the subdivision is located two miles from the edge of the “city” of Baton 
Rouge when reached by “the Jefferson Highway,” which was also known as “the Mississippi 
River Scenic Highway.”  The new subdivision comprised 350 acres.  The brochure describes 
workmen leveling trees, clearing away brush and performing other tasks to prepare homesites. 
This sounds as though the site was largely a forest, and it may have been, but we know that 
the plantation grew crops that required cleared fields.  The extent to which the new subdivision 
was developed on cleared fields or in forest land I cannot tell, but from newspaper ads and 
articles it appeared to be wooded land. 

According to the map in the brochure, the site of the current park was intended to have 
a lake.  The site that became the home of Goodwood Elementary School, 5 acres, was set aside 
for a public school and a playground.  [Goodwood Elementary School was finally opened in 
time for the second semester of the 1947-1948 school year.  Before it was opened children in 
the neighborhood attended Bernard Terrace.] Sevenoaks Avenue is shown as a boulevard 
named St. Charles Avenue. The streets were hard graveled, not paved, and were graded wide 
– St. Charles Avenue (Sevenoaks) is 100’ wide, Goodwood Avenue is 70’ wide, and the other 
streets are not less than 64’ wide.  The elevation is 52’, one of the highest spots in the area. 
The homesites had a frontage of 200’ or more, some as much as 400’. This is 8 to 15 times the 
size of the usual lots found in Baton Rouge.  Buildings were required to be placed at least 75’ 
from the front line.  Goodwood Place was served with city water and electric lights.  Consistent 
with the times, restrictions “will prevent the residence of any persons of color within its 
boundaries except in the case of domestic employees.” 

                                            The Plantation House 

The Goodwood Plantation house is not within Goodwood Place. But it is the landmark 
of the neighborhood and deserves some discussion because of its interest to residents of the 
subdivision.  

Dr. Samuel Laycock and Adelia Bird.  The Goodwood Plantation house was built for Dr. 
Samuel Gordon Laycock and his wife Adelia Louise Bird. According to recent newspaper 
articles, Dr. Laycock was a young surgeon, and he and Adelia built their home away from 
downtown Baton Rouge to avoid malaria and yellow fever outbreaks that occurred in the late 
summer and fall months.2   

The 1850 census says Dr. Laycock was born in 1816 in Ohio, but the 1870 and 1880 
censuses say he was born in 1817 in Kentucky.  His father was Moses Laycock (1791-1845), who 
was born in Virginia and died in Ohio. The first references to Samuel in Baton Rouge are to his 
purchases of two small tracts of land on Lafayette Street in January, 1847.3 He was then 30 

 
2 The Advocate, October 17, 2015, updated June 11, 2019, and February 18, 2018. 
3 Official Records of East Baton Rouge Parish, Conveyance Book (COB) A-1, page 62 and COB 
A-2, page 43. 
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years old.  He married Adelia on March 3, 1848 in St. Louis, Missouri.4 The marriage record 
recites that they were both “of Baton Rouge, La.” I have not discovered the reason they were 
married in St. Louis. Adelia died in 1865, and Dr. Laycock married Celeste Neely in 1883 in New 
Orleans. Dr. Laycock died in 1884.  He and Adelia are buried in Magnolia Cemetery. 

Adelia (1820-1865) was born and died in Baton Rouge. She was sometimes called 
“Delia.” She had previously married William H. (Hoggart) George on September 11, 1845 in 
Baton Rouge.  Mr. George died two years later, in 1847, when Adelia was only 27 years old.  
Adelia married Dr. Laycock the following year. Adelia’s father was William Thompson Bird 
(1792-1830), who was born in Virginia but died in Baton Rouge.  Her paternal grandfather was 
Abraham Thompson Bird (b. 1761, Virginia, d. 1820, Baton Rouge). Adelia had a brother named 
Thompson Joseph Bird (1827-1902), who was born and died in Baton Rouge. 

   
Residents of Baton Rouge will want to know whether Adelia Bird was related to Mary 

Bird Perkins, for whom the Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center is named. The answer is yes.  Mary 
Bird Perkins (1927-1966) was the great-granddaughter of Adelia’s brother, Thompson J. Bird. 
Mary Bird Perkins’ mother was Mary Herron Bird (1891-1959), and her father was Paul Dorsey 
Perkins Sr. (1887-1978).   Mary Herron Bird’s father was Charles Cecil Bird, Sr. (1850-1916). And 
Charles Cecil Bird Sr.’s father was Thompson J. Bird (1807-1902), brother of Adelia. So Mary 
Bird Perkins was Adelia’s great-great niece 

 
Plantation house. It took four years to build the house.  It was apparently completed in 

1856, only five years before the Civil War, making it one of the later plantation houses. It served 
as a hospital during the Civil War, which preserved it from destruction by Union troops. The 
house was used as a location for Otto Preminger’s movie “Hurry Sundown,” a 1967 movie that 
starred Michael Caine and Jane Fonda and was set on a Georgia farm.  

We have some information about the house from Richard Anthony Lewis, Richard W. 
Tebbs, Photographer to Architects (LSU Press, 2011), page 127, copy in EBRP library. Mr. Lewis 
says that the house is “a straight-forward replica of Goodwood House, home of the Duke of 
Richmond in West Sussex, England.” It “reflects an English approach to Greek Revival, 
characterized by a restrained decorative program and strict geometrical symmetry.”  
Commenting on the running water, he says that the pipes were wooden.     

The house was very well-built.  It had running water to all 6 bedrooms, supplied by lead-
lined cisterns that collected rainwater, at a time when running water in homes was rare in the 
South.  Dr. Laycock even had a shower in his bedroom.  The house also had gas lanterns, 
uncommon in Baton Rouge at the time.  Dr. Laycock used a portion of the plantation’s land to 
plant Indian corn, sugar cane and cotton.  The interior of the 15-room house and its furnishings 
are described in detail in an article by Dottye Varnado in the Morning Advocate of March 11, 
1964, page 10. 

 
4 See Missouri marriage records, available on ancestry.com. 
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Ownership of plantation and house. The plantation’s life as a successful working 
plantation must have been short lived. The 1860 census shows 71 slaves owned by Dr. Laycock. 
But then came the Civil War (1861-1865) and the end of slavery, which destroyed the economy 
of many big plantations in the South. See Appendix 2 – Slavery Interview. 

Nevertheless, much of the plantation land remained in the Laycock family for many 
years. The 1895 Kaiser & Swenson map of EBRP shows that 30 years after the Civil War ended, 
J. H. Laycock and Miss A. A. Laycock owned 2,070 acres in Sections 72 and 71.  Miss A. A. 
Laycock, unmarried, was Adelia Ann Laycock (1845-1935), and J. H. Laycock was Joseph H. 
Laycock, a bachelor.  Both were children of Dr. Samuel and Adelia. 

 
Between 1895 and the opening of the subdivision in 1923 there were changes in the 

ownership of the plantation property.  On April 30, 1918 Joseph H. Laycock and Adelia Ann 
Laycock sold to Gustave H. Dugas a “plantation” of 2,070 acres.  The act of sale recited that this 
was the same property acquired by Joseph and Adelia Ann by inheritance from their deceased 
parents Adelia Bird Laycock and Samuel Laycock, and by Joseph through purchases from his 
coheirs as recorded in Book 6 Folio 329 and Book 16 folio 396.5 

 
On the same day, Dugas sold the same property to A. W. Norman.6 
 
Four months later, on August 31, 1918, Norman sold the property to John T. Laycock7, a 

bachelor,  Louis U. Babin, married to Anna Bullion Babin, and Cyrus J. Brown, married to Bernice 
Carter Brown, but the acreage was said to be 2,135 acres, not 2,070 as shown on the 1895 
Kaiser & Swenson map.8  That was the ownership in 1926 according to the map in the sales 
brochure. 

 
Thereafter acreage from the original plantation property was sold off for the 

subdivision and for other purposes north of the house. Since big plantations were fast 
becoming a thing of the past, additional land may have been purchased over the years for 
reasons other than planting. A major example is that in 1921 William R. Dodson and his wife 
sold the “Dodson Farm” consisting of 276 acres to John T. Laycock and Louis U. Babin.9 It was 
described, in part, as bounded on the north by the lands of Laycock and on the south and west 
by Clay Cut Road [now Jefferson Highway]. Part of the “Dodson farm” became part of the 
subdivision as mentioned in the first paragraph above.  
 

The Laycock & Babin firm liquidated in the late 1930s-early 1940s, and Louis U. Babin 
(1873-1949) became owner of the house.  It remained in the Babin family until purchased by 
Michael Hogstrom in 2016.  At one point Babin rented the house to the U.S. Army Corps of 

 
5 COB 70, page 43 
6 COB 70, page 44 
7 This is John Taylor Laycock (1890-1973), son of Dr. Samuel Laycock and Adelia Bird Laycock. 
8 COB 72, page 185 
9 Original 55, Bundle 335  
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Engineers as a residence for engineers working on levees in Baton Rouge. Afterward, the 
property became the height of “swank and style” when it housed the popular Colony Club 
dance hall, which featured live music and a full dance floor in a wooden addition adjacent to 
the main home.  For years the house was unoccupied and the Babin family lived on Goodwood 
Avenue near Jefferson Highway. In 1964. Belle Stanard Babin (1903-1994), widow of Louis 
Winborne Babin (1902-1962), son of Louis U. Babin,  and her children Anna Belle, Thomas and 
Albert restored the house and it became their residence.   Later Anna Belle (1931-1983) lived 
there alone for a number of years, then the house was again unoccupied. In February, 2016, 
Hogstrom purchased the property for a development called Adelia at Old Goodwood. The 
plantation house was nicely renovated, perhaps saved from eventual ruin.  The old house, once 
the grande dame of a substantial plantation, now rests on a small green space squeezed on all 
sides by concrete, large homes on small lots, and a building-block wall.  

Woody Jenkins’ article The Bonfire and Other Secrets from Dr. Laycock’s Goodwood 
Plantation10 tells the bizarre story of the burning of the treasures of the Goodwood Plantation 
house.  Dr. Laycock died in 1884, leaving several heirs.  One of them, his son Joe, continued to 
live in the house. Joe was single and lived in the servants’ quarters in the rear part of the house.  
When the sale of the property to the Babins approached in the 1930s, Joe resisted giving any 
furniture or belongings to members of his own family. On the contrary, he decided to destroy 
as much as possible.  The story was told to Woody Jenkins by Dr. Jesse L.  Fairchild, author of 
A Historical Sketch of Greenwell Springs, Louisiana 1850-1950.  The “Uncle Ed” referred to was 
the uncle of Dr. Fairchild and a close friend of Joe Laycock.  “Mr. Joe” is Joseph H. Laycock (1855-
1939), son of Dr. Samuel Laycock. Here is Dr. Fairchild’s telling as reported by Mr. Jenkins: 

Thus began perhaps the most remarkable and unhappy event in the history of 
Goodwood — the bonfire!  Mr. Joe directed my Uncle Ed to assist him in 
chopping up large, beautiful pieces of antique furniture and tossing them out 
the second floor windows. They chopped large tester beds, armoires, tables, 
and chairs.  They threw out beautiful paintings, mementoes, and artifacts. 
Heavy drapes were pulled from the windows. Everything was thrown into the 
bonfire. Like a scene from a horror movie, the process went on for three 
days.  More than 70 years of possessions of priceless historic and personal 
value were thrown into the flames.  On and on it went.  Uncle Ed was sickened 
but continued to help because he managed to convince Mr. Joe to save a few 
things. Mr. Joe’s sister Miss Adelia was there for much of the show and wept at 
what was going on. Mr. Joe was not himself and became more and more 
cruel.  As Mr. Joe was throwing a beautiful, expensive tea set into the flames, 
Miss Adelia begged him to give it to her.  At first, he refused but finally relented 
and let her get it. She packed it up and was walking past him with it in her 
arms.  Then Mr. Joe stuck out his foot in front of her.  She tripped and fell. Much 
of the tea set was broken but Adelia saved a few pieces which I understand are 

 
10 https://capitalcitynews.us/?p=3177 
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still in the possession of the Laycocks. A number of other remarkable items 
were thrown into the fire or saved from the fire as the case may be. 

At the bonfire, Mr. Joe brought out a beautiful case containing matching dueling 
pistols, which my Uncle Ed thought he planned to throw in the fire. But Mr. Joe 
opened the box, showed him the pistols, closed the case, and took them back 
to the house. Uncle Ed didn’t know what happened to the pistols but he thinks 
Mr. Joe may have buried them on the property although he never saw a 
suspicious site.  

According to Uncle Ed, Mr. Joe asked him to accompany him to the bank at the 
time of the sale to the Babins. A check was presented in payment for the 
property, but Mr. Joe rejected it and insisted that cash be used. After a day or 
so, enough cash was accumulated, and the sale was complete. Both Mr. Joe 
and Uncle Ed counted the money before Mr. Joe signed the papers.   

Dr. Fairchild observed that the water to the house was collected in lead-lined cisterns, 
and suspected that Joe may have been suffering from lead poisoning at the time of the bonfire.  
No other possible motive is mentioned, but it may have been resentment that the Laycock family 
was selling the plantation house after so many years.  By the time of the fire, Joe had been living 
in the house for decades.  The lead linings were sold to the Army during WWII. 

During the Civil War, Union troops camped on the grounds of Goodwood Plantation.  A 
Union officer once took a shot at Dr. Laycock, who prevented further shots by saying he was a 
friend of Abraham Lincoln. Dr. Laycock refused to have the bullet removed from the wall.  Joe 
Laycock sold horses and mules to the notorious bandit and revolutionary Poncho Villa in 
Mexico in the early 1900s, and owned a horsehair whip given to him by Villa. 

                                         The Land 

Summary. This is complicated.  Some details are presented in Appendix 1.  Ownership 
of the lands within the original 350 acre subdivision, as well as the lands within the 2000+ acre 
plantation, of course varied over the years. The most interesting facts with respect to land 
ownership are: 

1.  Dr. Laycock and his wife Adelia together owned more than 2000 acres. The primary 
sources of their land were (1) Adelia’s purchase of two parcels – one of 420 acres and one of 
1000 60/100 acres – from the succession of her late husband William H. George in 1848, and (2) 
Dr. Laycock’s purchase of three parcels totaling 628 acres from the succession of Samuel H. 
Shipley in 1849. The land on which the house was built was owned by Adelia. 

2.  Most of the land in the subdivision was once owned by Armand Duplantier, a leading 
figure in early Baton Rouge.  The exception is the strip of land between Goodwood Avenue and 
Government Street. Armand purchased two adjacent tracts in 1803/1804 comprising 544 acres 
and they remained in the Duplantier family until 1843.  

3. Some of the land in the plantation was once part of a 2000 acre grant in 1776 from 
King George III of England to Thomas Hutchins, later Surveyor General of the United States. 
Independence Park now occupies part of this land.  
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My correspondent Thurston Hahn, III, an historic archeologist and architectural 
historian who is interested in the history of Goodwood, has been invaluable in describing the 
boundaries of Goodwood Plantation and of the part of Goodwood Place once owned by Armand 
Duplantier. 

Boundaries of subdivision. The 1926 map of Goodwood Place (Figure 1) shows the 
subdivision bounded on the North by what is now Government Street, on the West and South 
by Jefferson Highway, and on the East between Cyril Avenue and Normandy Drive (street names 
have changed, but map shows subdivision ends between 4th and 5th streets east of Audubon, 
which are now Cyril and Normandy).  Excluded was the part north of Goodwood and east of 
Audubon, which contained the house and remained plantation property.11 

 
Boundaries of Duplantier land.  Mr. Hahn has described the original Duplantier 

property, by reference to existing streets, as bounded on the north by what is now Goodwood 
Avenue, on the south by Jefferson Highway, on the west by the rear property lines of the houses 
facing Sandalwood Drive, and on the east by Normandy Drive.  

 
Land owned by Duplantier that became part of subdivision. By comparing the 

descriptions of the subdivision and the Duplantier property, we see that all of Goodwood Place 
was once owned by Armand Duplantier except the strip of land between Goodwood Avenue 
and Government Street. Note that the northern one-third of Duplantier’s section 89 (the part 
between Sheffield and Goodwood Avenue, at least the portion west of Audubon) became the 
southern boundary of the plantation.  

  
Boundaries of the plantation. I have not undertaken to trace title to all of the plantation 

land back to colonial days. That is beyond the scope of this this paper, although some details 
of the land grant from King George III are given in Appendix 1. 

 
A useful map is the 1895 Kaiser and Swenson map (Figure 2), which shows the 

plantation land about 50 years after Samuel and Adelia acquired their land.  The map shows 
that the Laycock family still owned 2,070 acres.  It was then owned by J. H. Laycock and Miss 
A. A. Laycock, children of Samuel and Adelia. . The plantation may have been a little larger 
when the house was built in 1852-1856 as both Dr. Laycock (819 acres) and Adelia (1,420 
60/100 acres) had recently acquired significant acreage. See Appendix 1. The smaller section of 
the same map (Figure 3), with overlay showing earlier owners of the land, shows the plantation 
in grey-green. Mr. Hahn explains that in 1895 the southern boundary of the plantation property 
was what is now Sheffield Avenue. To the north, the plantation land extended to Greenwell 
Springs Road.  To the east, the part of Goodwood Place north of Sheffield Avenue and east of 

 
11 On August 22, 1919, A. W. Norman sold to John T. Laycock and Louis U. Babin a 10-acre 
tract at the northwest corner of what became the subdivision, bordered on the North by 
Government Street and on the West by Claycut Road (Jefferson Highway). The tract extended 
915.4 feet on Government and 574.2 feet along Jefferson Highway.  COB 80, page ii5; Plat 
Original 59, Bundle 211. 
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Audubon was plantation land in 1895.  To the west, we do not know if the part north of 
Sheffield and west of Audubon was ever plantation property; it was owned by J. K. Laycock 
(John Kerr Laycock, son of Dr. Samuel Laycock) and M. Scott in 1895.   

       
The Municipal Airport, now the site of Independence Park, sat on 200 acres that was 

part of Goodwood Plantation.12 
 

                                          Armand Duplantier 
 
So all residents of Goodwood Place who live south of Goodwood Avenue live on land 

once owned by Armand Duplantier.13  But who was Armand Duplantier? 

 Armand Duplantier (1753-1827) is well known to local history buffs as a resident of  
Magnolia Mound Plantation on Nicholson Drive, which was owned by his second wife, 
Constance Rochon.  

Armand was born in Voiron, France.  The family name was initially Allard.  His great-
grandfather, Guy Allard, was counsellor to King Louis IV and a prolific historian who published 
60 volumes of historical materials.  Armand’s grandparents were Antoine Allard and Catherine 
Beyle. Catherine’s great-nephew was the famous 19th century French writer Marie-Henri Beyle, 
better known by his pen name “Stendahl.”  Stendahl was Armand’s second cousin. Armand’s 
parents were Joseph Antoine Guy Allard du Plantier and Jeanne Gabrielle de Trenaunnay.  
During the French Revolution Joseph was a Deputy to the Estates General from Dauphine and 
was signatory to the famous “tennis court oath.”  Armand was Joseph’s second son, and under 
French law did not stand to inherit any of the family wealth. So he chose a military career. 

Armand came to America with the French military as a young man to fight in the 
Revolutionary War, arriving in Boston as part of the Foix regiment in 1778. It is commonly seen 
that during that time he was aide-de-camp to Lafayette, but I doubt it.  He later came to 
Louisiana, evading hostile Indians on his journey south, to live with his uncle, Claude Trenonay. 
Claude was shot through his dining room window by a slave and killed.  Armand’s first wife was 
Marie-Augustine Gerard, daughter of a surgeon at the French fort in Pointe Coupee, who died 
of yellow fever in 1799.  His brother-in-law was Pierre Joseph “Don Pedro” Favrot, who was the 
first commandant of Fort San Carlos (“the Old Spanish Fort”) in Baton rouge after it was taken 
from the English in the Revolutionary War. In 1804, after insurgents unsuccessfully attacked the 
Spanish fort, Duplantier was called upon by Governor Grand Pre to lead a group of civilians to 
hunt down the insurgents.  

Armand was one of the hosts of the Marquis de Lafayette when the General visited 
Louisiana in 1825 during his tour of the United States as the “guest of the nation.” At a ball his 
6-year old granddaughter, Francesca-Augustine Favrot, danced a minuet with Lafayette.  

 
12 The Advocate, January 1, 1931, page 2. 
13 Armand Duplantier was my 4th great-grandfather.  
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Duplantier was also agent for Lafayette to select 11,520 acres of land awarded to him by 
Congress in gratitude for his services during the American Revolution.  While Duplantier lived 
at Magnolia Mound, he allowed Prince Murat, nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte, to live on the 
premises.  

 So many of us live on land once owned by a most interesting figure in the early history 
of Baton Rouge. For more on Duplantier, see William Randolph D’Armond, Stories of Our 
Ancestors (2d. Ed. 2018), copy in EBRP library; Virginia Schneidau Pruet, Armand Gabriel Allard 
Duplantier – A Brief Synopsis of His Life and Family, available at Magnolia Mound; Rose Meyers, 
A History of Baton Rouge 1699-1812, page 78.  

                  Thomas Hutchins and the English Land Grant 
 

The Goodwood plantation property, or part of it, can be traced to an English land 
grant of 2,000 acres to Thomas Hutchins on April 3, 1776. The grant with map is shown below 
as Figure 5. Hutchins was surely the first European to own this land.  I have not been able to 

determine exactly how it fits with the subdivision or plantation, but there was some overlap. 

 
The grant to Hutchins was made in 1776, part of a 16-year (1763-1779) period of British 

rule of the Baton Rouge area. England had acquired from France, by the Treaty of Paris in 1763, 
all of Louisiana east of the Mississippi River except New Orleans.  During that time, Baton 
Rouge was a tiny and impoverished community called New Richmond. It consisted mainly of a 
small British fort on the river and a few small dwellings. But with revolution pending, some 
British loyalists from the East came to Louisiana and received royal land grants. A plantation 
society, based on slave labor, grew up around Baton Rouge and in the Felicianas. Some 
plantation owners became wealthy.  This is the reason that many old Baton Rouge families 
trace their ancestors to Tories (British loyalists) during the Revolutionary War. The fort fell to 
the Spanish under Gov. Galvez in 1779, in the only campaign fought in Louisiana during the 
Revolutionary War.  Baton Rouge was never again English.   

 
Thomas Hutchins (1730-1789) was an important geographer of western and southern 

colonial America in the late 1700s, and a controversial figure among historians.  Some portray 
him as a patriot and military hero, and others as a man uninterested in the American cause in 
the Revolution whose aggressive promotion of his self-interest got him into trouble. 

 
As mentioned, Britain  acquired what we now call the Florida parishes by the Treaty of 

Paris in 1763. A Royal Proclamation of October 7, 1763 stated that reduced military men, 
according to their rank and service, could receive land grants if they resided in the colony.14   
Thomas Hutchins applied for a grant of 2,000 acres on October 17, 1774. Records show that 

 
14 The Louisiana Genealogical Register, Vol. XVIII, Number 4, December, 1971, reproduced in 
Index to the Abstracts of British West Florida Land Petitions, available in EBRP library.  



10 
 

Hutchins had nearly 10,000 acres in the Baton Rouge, Comite River, Second Creek and Houma 
Chita areas.  

 
The grant to Hutchins was made by King George III through Peter Chester, governor of 

West Florida. Hutchins was described as a Reduced Paymaster.15 The land was described as a 
plantation situated about four miles east from the Mississippi near Baton Rouge, bounded on 
the west by lands granted to John Grad?? and Francis Murphy, on the north by lands granted 
to Turbutt Francis and part vacant land, on the east by vacant land, and on the south by part 
vacant land and land granted to Thomas Bently.  A translator’s note in the old Spanish records 
says that the Baton Rouge Municipal Airport was later located on this property.  Independence 
Park now occupies the site of the former airport.  Archives of Spanish West Florida – 1782-1810, 
Vol VI, page 219A. 

 
In 1803, the land was sold to Rhea & Cochran.  It was described as bounded on the north 

by vacant lands and Elias Beauregard and on the west by uncultivated land of Armand and 
Fergus Duplantier. Archives of Spanish West Florida – 1782-1810, Vol VI, page 218. 

 
Richard Anthony Lewis, in Richard W. Tebbs, Photographer to Architects, says that “the 

property on which the house is situated represents the only tangible patent granted by the 
English crown which is still in existence in East Baton Rouge Parish. It was granted in 1776 to 
Thomas Hutchings [sic], who had served with bravery with the British forces and who was the 
originator of the land platting system.  Later he became the geographer general of the United 
States.”  

 
Annabelle Armstrong, in Historic Neighborhoods of Baton Rouge (2010), says that Dr. 

Laycock build the house on 20 acres, the remainder of a 4,000 [sic] acre land grant from English 
King George III to Thomas Hutchins.  And Ed and Susan Poole, Louisiana Plantation: Reel to 
Reel, say that King George III granted Hutchins 2,000 acres that “would eventually be known as 
Goodwood Plantation.”  

 
Hutchins is remembered today for his extensive work as a geographer and in particular 

for his book An Historical Narrative and Topographical Description of Louisiana and West-
Florida.16  A reproduction of that book contains a summary of his life and career, which is the 
main source of my information and which contradicts some of the more flattering portrayals 

 
15 This description appears odd. Nothing in what I have read about Hutchins says that he ever 
had that rank, duty or status.  However, his 1774 petition for the grant refers to him as a 
“reduced staff officer.”  Also, at that time Hutchins was awaiting expected orders to return to 
Fort Pitt via the Mississippi and Ohio rivers to correct errors in British surveys of those areas. 
But the orders never came as Britain turned its attention to more serious matters in the 
American colonies, and Hutchins left for London in 1776.  During that period of “enforced 
idleness,” he may have been put of half-pay (a common practice) and considered a “reduced” 
officer.  
16 EBRP library, Baton Rouge Room, 976.303 H974h. 
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of Hutchins. Hutchins was a geographer, surveyor, frontiersman, engineer and army captain 
under the British forces. He was born in the British colony of New Jersey, and at age 16 he 
joined the British army and subsequently saw some combat. He was a member of General John 
Forbes command in the conquest of Fort Duquesne in 1758, and subsequently spent several 
years as an officer of the first British garrison in the Ohio Valley.  During that time he prepared 
the first significant description of the Ohio country as a British possession. This was followed 
by pioneering charting expeditions in the Lake Michigan area, the Illinois country, and on to 
West Florida.  

 
In 1776, still in the British Army, he left America for London.  He had two objectives – 

to arrange for the publication of some of his geographical works (which was unlikely in America 
because of the revolution) and to secure his position as a major landholder.  Not only were 
these efforts unsuccessful, he found himself imprisoned on suspicion of treason. Throughout 
his life Hutchins maintained that this suspicion was brought on by his refusal to take up arms 
against his fellow Americans. But there is no evidence to support his contention or to suggest 
that he had any interest in the revolution at all.  His activities in England at that time were all 
concerned with getting his books published and enhancing his own financial situation by 
increasing his landholdings in America. But his transmission of secret coded messages to an ally 
in France about these financial matters aroused British suspicion. After seven weeks 
imprisonment, he was released by the British without conviction or punishment.  

 
Knowing that he no longer had a future as a British officer, he sought permission to sell 

his commission. The purchase and sale of military commissions was common practice at the 
time.  When he received no reply to his request for permission,  he submitted a letter resigning 
his commission and fled to France.  General Amherst then sent a reply informing him that it 
was unseemly for an officer to seek to resign in time of war, and ordering his to take charge of 
a group of recruits destined for Jamaica.  Hutchins, no longer in England, did not receive these 
orders and as a consequence was recorded by the British as a deserter in time of war. 

 
Having been a soldier all his life, it was natural that he looked to the American army for 

a place once he was back in America. With the support of Benjamin Franklin, in 1781 he 
convinced Congress to grant him the title Geographer of the United States with suitable rank 
and compensation.  He was the only person to ever hold this position. He is thought to be the 
only regular British officer to come over to the American side during the war.17                                

 
  
 

 
17  For the interesting story of Hutchins’ trouble with other land grants and the efforts of his son 
Thomas Jr. to resolve them, see Archives of Spanish West Florida – 1782-1810, Vol IV, pages 
136-140, and Vol VI, pages 219-219A. See also https://earlyfloridalit.net/thomas-hutchins-
topographical-description-of-louisiana-and-west-florida/ 
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                                 APPENDIX 1 – RESEARCH NOTES ON LAND OWNERSHIP 

 
   Duplantier land. The original Duplantier property comprised Sections 89 and 90.18 Most 
of the land now in the subdivision was once owned by Duplantier.  Section 89 contained 250 
arpents, and Section 90 contained 390 arpents.  An arpent is about .85 acre, so the two tracts 
together contained about 544 acres. The two sections were adjacent with Section 89 north of 
Section 90  

 
 The land originally owned by Armand Duplantier was later transferred to his sons Fergus 
and Alberic.  On August 29, 1843, Alberic sold both tracts to Samuel H. Shipley.19 They were 
described as containing 250 arpents and 390 arpents, so none of the original Duplantier land 
had been sold previously.  

After the sale to Shipley, the northernmost one-third of Section 89 was sold and became 
part of the plantation land. I suspect this happened during the succession of Mr. Shipley, who 
died in 1849. This is how the southern boundary of the plantation was moved south from 
Goodwood Avenue to Sheffield Avenue.   

 
 Plantation land at time house was built. It is commonly accepted that Dr. Samuel 
Laycock built the Goodwood plantation house in the early 1850s, probably 1852-1856.  But 
when did he acquire the land, and how, and how much land?  And what happened later? It has 
been tedious and uncertain to try to piece the story together. I have included what I have found 
for anyone interested in the chains of title. 

 It appears from the records that both Dr. Laycock and Adelia owned substantial tracts 
of land that were used as part of the plantation.  John Sykes, Director of Magnolia Mound, says 
that the house was built on land inherited from Adelia Bird’s parents. The Advocate, February 
23, 2017 
 
 Adelia’s land.  Adelia’s father was William Thompson Bird (b. 1792, Virginia, d. 1830, 
Baton Rouge).  He was apparently wealthy – his succession record is 240 pages long. But I have 
found no record that Adelia inherited any land from him.  She was only 10 years old when he 
died. 

 In December, 1846, Adelia and her brother Thompson J. Bird, described as heirs of 
William Bird20, entered an amicable settlement dividing some of their father’s personal 

 
18  Goodwood Place is in Township 7 South, Range 1 East, Greensburg Land District. The ranges 
are divided into sections, which are of varying sizes and shapes. The original purchases by 
Duplantier were ratified in 1813 by “quittances,” written in French.  Judges Book “C” page 208.  
19 Judges Book “R’ page 333.  
20  It is possible that Adelia and her brother did not divide their inheritance until 16 years after 
their father died because their mother was still living and had use of the property.  I have found 
no date of death for Nancy. 
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property, mainly notes. But no land was mentioned. This agreement was not recorded until 
October 3, 1847.21  On the same day and same page in the records that the amicable settlement 
was recorded, Adelia renounced her interest in the community property she owned with her 
late husband William H. George.  
 

On February 5, 1848, Adelia purchased from the Succession her late husband William H. 
George two large tracts of land: (1) one tract of 420 acres, and (2) one tract of 1000 60/100 
acres.22 These two tracts were adjacent, with the 420 acre tract being the southernmost one.23 
These tracts had been bought by Mr. George in 1846 from John Van Court.24  A plat of these 
lands is shown below (Figure 4). The plat clearly shows the 1000 60/100 tract.  The 420 acre 
tract is apparently the one only partially shown and labelled W. H. George just under the larger 
tract. Independence Park is now located on this property.  

 
Dr. Laycock’s land.  The official records of East Baton Rouge Parish show only two 

acquisitions of large tracts of land by Dr. Laycock prior to 1860.25  
 
  The first was the purchase of three tracts from the Succession of Samuel H. Shipley and 
his wife Margaret D. Johnson at a sheriff’s sale December 13, 1849.26  One tract contained 304 
arpents [258 acres], one tract contained 80 arpents [68 acres), one contained 302 acres, 
“making altogether about Six Hundred and ___ [sic] acres.” The total was 628 acres.  
Unfortunately the tracts are not described further and one cannot tell whether any of this land 
was withing the boundaries of what later became Goodwood Place.27 The sale refers to the 
property as a plantation, and several slaves are sold with the land. We know that Shipley 

 
21 COB A-1, page 232.  
22 Adelia’s purchase also included two lots in Beauregard town, Lots 6 and 7 of Square No 24, 
15 slaves, one carriage, four mules, two horses, one yoke of oxen, one lot of farming utensils 
and one lot of household furniture.  The price was $21,390.  COB “B”, page 11 
23 These two tracts were described as follows:  

“A tract of land, in this parish, containing Four Hundred and Twenty acres, 
bounded North by the land described below, South by H. D. Dawson; East by john 
H. Vancourt; and West by Shipley and Mrs. Combs, and known as ‘the Morgan 
tract.’ 
Another tract of land, containing One Thousand 60.100 acres, the same acquired 
from John H. Vancourt, deceased, bounded North by Gilmore and Phillips; East by 
Vancourt; South by the Tract above described; and West by S. H. Shipley.” 

24 COB A-2, page 5.  
25 In addition, Dr. Laycock purchased two small tracts on Lafayette Street in downtown from 
Clotile Cole in January, 1847.  COB “A-1”, page 62 and COB “A-2”, page 43. 
26 COB “C” page 232. 
27 I went to the Clerk’s archives and examined the Shipley succession file, hoping that the 
inventory would further describe the property, but it did not.  It used the same description as 
above. In the inventory the property is shown as community property. Probate No. 138, 6th 
District Court.    
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acquired all of the Duplantier land in 1843, so this purchase from the Shipley succession could 
have included the northern one-third of Section 89 that extended the plantation property 
south from what is now Goodwood Avenue to Sheffield Avenue.  
  

The other land acquisition by Dr. Laycock was the purchase of 251 acres from James C. 
Dawson on May 3, 1850.28  The ancient hand-written document is hard to read, but this 
property is described as located about five miles east of town bounded “on the North by lands 
of Dicky (?), South by lands of John P. Kleinpeter, East by John P. Harris (?), and on the West by 
those of J & H Perkins, formerly Mrs. Williams.” From the date it appears that this became part 
of the plantation, but it does not appear to be land that became part of the subdivision.  
 
 In summary, both Dr. Laycock (819 acres) and Adelia (1,420 60/100 acres) had acquired 
significant acreage by purchase before the house was built. 
  

 
28 COB “C” page 323.  
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APPENDIX 2 – SLAVERY INTERVIEW 
 

 Here are excerpts from an interview with Elizabeth Hines, age 70, a child of former 
slaves on Goodwood Plantation. She was born in 1866, the year after the Civil War ended.  Her 
story is based on what her parents and relatives told her.29 
 
 “…my mother’s old master was named Laycock. He had a great big farm. He was building 
a gas house so that he could have a light all night and work niggers day and night, but peace 
came before he could get it finished. 

*** 
 My father served in the army three years and died at the age of one hundred ten years 
about twenty years ago.  That is the reason I left home because he died. He served in the War 
three years. He was with the Yankees. Plenty of these old white folks will know him by the 
name of Square Cloady.  

*** 
 I don’t know what my mother did in slavery. I don’t think she did anything but cook. 
She was fine in children and they buys women like that you know.  My sister was a water toter. 
My father raised cotton and corn and hogs and turkeys. His trade was farming before the War.  

*** 
 Laycock’s farm was out in the county about four miles from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
Some of the slaves lived in log houses and some in big old boxed houses.  Most of them had 
two rooms. They had nothing but four post beds and chairs like this I am settin’ down in (a little 
cane chair). I reckon it is cane – looks like it is. They had homemade chairs before the War, 
boxes and benches. The boards were often bought.  But nothing else. 
 
 They et greens and pickled pork. My father got tired of that and he would raise hogs. 
Pickled pork and corn bread. 
 
 My father never told me what his master was to him, whether he was good or mean. 
He didn’t run away. The soldiers came and got him and carried him off and trained him. I just 
know what my father told me because I wasn’t born. He served his full time and then he was 
discharged. He got an honorable discharge. He had a wound in the leg where he was shot. 

*** 
Opinions 

 Some of the young people do very well but some of them ain’t got no manners and 
don’t care what they do. I am scared for them. The Man above ain’t scared and he is going to 
cut them down.” 
   
  

 

 
29 Arkansas Slave Narratives, Vol. II, Part 5.  EBRP library.  A project of the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA). 
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Figure 1:  Brochure Map Dated February 16, 1926 
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Figure 2: Section of 1895 Kaiser & Swenson map 
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Figure 3: Small section of 1895 Kaiser & Swenson map with overlay showing earlier owners 
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  Figure 4:  Plat showing 1846 purchase by William H. George. Adelia purchased both George 
tracts in 1848.  
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Figure 5: Land Grant King George III to Thomas Hutchins 1776 (North on the lower edge) 
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Figure 6: Goodwood plat over 1963 map 


